Project Alpha. A nursing elective implemented in a general systems theory curriculum.
From the perspectives of both nursing education and nursing practice, the perioperative elective was beneficial and timely. The students received knowledge and skills pertinent to their present educational endeavors and future technologic trends. In turn, the affiliating agency has a pool of potential employees who truly understand the needs of surgical patients and who may choose to become operating room nurses. Perioperative nursing does belong in the baccalaureate curriculum and is an assurance of nursing's commitment to holistic care.